Picture not of Oswald, 

widow, mortician say 


DALLAS (UPI) — The widow 
of Lee Harvey Oswald and the 
mortician who embalmed the 
body said Sunday a purported 
photograph of the accused presi- 
dential assassin in a casket de- 
picted someone else. They said 
the grave should be opened quick- 
ly to learn the truth. 

Marina Oswald Porter said she 
would go to court this week to 
seek permission to have the 
grave opened. > 

The controversy over the pho- 
tograph, released publicly Satur- 
day, deepened the mystery over 
who, if anyone, is buried in the 
grave at Rose Hill Burial Park in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

The photograph, previously 
published in a book about the 
Nov. 22, 1963 assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy in 
Dallas, showed a man who ap- 
. peared to be in his late 30s, 
dressed in a dark suit and tie. The 
man’s neck appeared puffy and 
his hair dark and relatively thick. 

Mrs. Porter and PauTGrudv. 
the mortician whoL^repared the 
body for burial; both said the pho- 
tograph did not depict the man 
they buried on Nov. 25, 1963. 

“I cannot believe that’s him,” 
Grudy said from his home in Fort 
Worth, referring to the picture. 

"It doesn’t look like the body that 
I put in the casket. It does not 
look like the man I embalmed 
and that I used cosmetic cover on 


to conceal a black eye. I think the 
picture is of someone else, sold by 
someone looking for a little glory. 

"The picture shows such a 
thick neck-that’s not the em- 
balming job I did. When you em- 
balm someone, there is a lack of 
circulation and their neck swells. 
But in an autopsy case, which this 
was, you couldn’t possibly get 
that kind of look.” 


Mrs. Porter, from her home in 
the Dallas suburb of Rockwall, 
said: “It’s not Lee. I don’t know 
who it is. It’s a strange man in a 
casket. I saw Lee buried in the 
casket. He was just 24. The man 
in the picture looks between 35 
and 40 - just look at the fore- 
head. Lee was balding and this 
man had a very heavy thick head 
of dark hair.” 


The photograph, reportedly 
taken by an unidentifie d Fort 
Worth ij 
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